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The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
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The Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court
FISA is a statute that provides procedures for granting authority of electronic surveillance to gather foreign intelligence. They use physical searches, trace devices, business records, and pen registers to collect information. FISA was established in 1978 by congress after the church committee has passed reports on widespread surveillance abuses by the intelligence community within the United States. FISA was purposed to help the government continue with legitimate surveillance but provide oversight to avoid abuse. FISA secretly operates in the court in Washington DC due to the nature of the information the government offers and the technology they rely on, therefore personally have discovered its existence after watching the video. After the church reports were passed, new laws and new courts were formulated to reduce surveillance abuse and protect the American people. If the government suggests that there is a probable cause that an individual is a foreign agent, the statute offers authority for surveillance to the individual.   
Originally the FISA court was designed to oversee individualized surveillance requests. The main objectives of FISA were obtained for the first 25 years until 9/11 occurred. Their still debates on the functioning of the FISA since the court allowed the government to oversee the large-scale bulk of American information. The call records of American people in major telecommunication were collected; this was a different objective from the one agreed upon during FISA formation. According to act 702 of the statute, the governments should only target foreigners posing threats to the American people. Due to this act, critiques have emerged that the court has increased broad surveillance that sweeps the communication of American citizens without acquiring warrants. More so, much of the developments of the FISA court happens behind closed doors. This makes the court's oversight more challenging and to account if the development is according to our laws. Therefore, to protect the privacy of the American people, management of the court should be made easy by involving the relevant parties in driving development and ensuring warrants for all surveillance are obtained. 


References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Berman, E. (2015). The two faces of the foreign intelligence surveillance court. Ind. LJ, 91, 1191.
